
 

 

Sunnahs pertaining to the day of Eid-al-Adha 

• Make Ghusl. 

• Wear your most beautiful garments before going out to pray. 

• With regard to ‘Eid-ul-Adha, the Prophet  used not to eat anything until he 
came back from the place of prayer.  He would eat some of the meat of his 
sacrifice. If a person is not planning to offer a sacrifice, then there is nothing 
wrong with eating before the prayer. 

• Go to the Eid prayer by one route and come back by another. 

• Say the takbeerat “Allahu akbar, Allahu akbar, laa ilaaha illAllah, wa Allahu 
akbar, Allahu akbar, wa lillaah il-hamd (Allah is Most Great, Allah is most 
Great, there is no god but Allah, Allah is Most Great, Allah is Most Great, and 
to Allah be praise)” when coming out of the house to the prayer place and 
until the imam comes. 

• There are no sunnah or nafl prayers before or after the ‘Eid prayer and there 
is no adhaan or an iqaamah prior to the prayer. 

• The Prophet  would start with the prayer before the khutbah. 

• There are seven takbeerat in the first raka’h and five takbeerat in the second 
raka’h of ‘Eid prayer (Tirmidhi). 

• The khutbah after the ‘Eid prayer is optional. Abu Dawood narrated that 
‘Abdullah ibn al-Saa’ib said: “I attended ‘Eid (prayer) with the Messenger of 
Allah, and when he had finished the prayer he said: ‘We are going to deliver 
the khutbah, so whoever wants to sit and listen to the khutbah, let him do so, 
and whoever wants to leave, let him go.’” 

• Exchange du’a, congratulations or good wishes with the people at the end of 
the khutbah. Examples include: Taqabbal Allah minna wa minkum (May Allah 
accept (good deeds) from us and from you) or “Eid Mubarak” and other 
permissible expressions of congratulations. 

• The Days of Tashreeq: The days of Tashreeq are the 11th, 12th and 13th of 

Dhul Hijjah. The Prophet  said concerning the days of Tashreeq: “They are 
days of eating, drinking and remembering Allah.” It is recommended to 
remember Allah immediately after the prescribed prayers by reciting the 
takbeerat. This is prescribed until the end of the days of Tashreeq according to 
the majority of scholars. 



How to Perform the Eid Prayer at Home 

Unique Elements of Eid Salah: 

1. No adhan or iqama 
2. Extra takbeers (saying Allahu-akbar) 
3. 2 Rakahs 

 

Eid Prayer in Accordance with the Hanafi Madhab: 

1. When you stand up to pray, first do takbeerat al-ihram (Allahu akbar) to open the 
salah 

2. Say the takbeer 3 times before beginning to recite from the Qur’an 
3. Recite Surah Al-Fatiha followed by another surah.   

(Sunnah was Surah Al-Alaa and Surah Ghashiya or Surah Qaf and Surah Qamar for 
first and second rakas, respectively. But it is okay to recite other surahs.) 

4. Perform rukuu and two sajdas as normal. This concludes the first rakah.  
5. After you come up from sujood from the first rakah, you recite Surah Al-Fatiha 

plus another surah 
6. After the surah, say the takbeer 3 times, then 1 additional takbeer to go to rukuu  
7. After rukuu, you continue with two sajdas and the final sitting as normal to 

conclude the prayer 
 

Eid Prayer in Accordance with the Maliki Madhab: 

1. Begin with takbeerat al-ihram to open the prayer, then 6 additional takbeer. It is 
better (sunnah) to pause at this point for people behind you in order for them to 
repeat after you.  

2. Recite Surah Al-Fatiha plus another surah 
3. Make rukuu, sujood, and come up from the first rakah saying 1 takbeer, as 

normal 
4. Say 5 additional takbeers before continuing on through your second rakah as 

normal 
 

Eid Prayer in Accordance with the Shafi’i Madhab: 

1. Begin with 7 takbeers and then Quran recitation, rukuu, and sujood, as normal 
2. When you get up from first rakah saying 1 takbeer, then do 5 additional takbeers  
3. Continue on through the second rakah as normal 

 



Eid-al-Adha Khutba 

First Part: 

 

 

All thanks and praises are due to Allah. We seek His help and forgiveness, and we seek refuge in 
Allah from the evil within ourselves and the consequences of our evil deeds. Whoever Allah 

guides will never be led astray, and whoever Allah leads astray will never find guidance. I bear 
witness there is no God but Allah, alone without any partners, and I bear witness that 

Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) is His servant and His Messenger. 

ْسِلُمونَ  َ َحقَّ تُقَاتِِه َوََل تَُموتُنَّ إَِلَّ وَ أَنتُم مُّ  يَا أَيَُّها الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا اتَّقُوا َّللاَّ

"O you who have faith, fear Allah as it is His right to be feared and do not die except as 
Muslims" (3:102) 

ن نَّْفٍس َواِحَدةٍ َوَخلََق ِمْنَها َزْوَجَها َوبَثَّ   يَا أَيَُّها النَّاُس اتَّقُوا َربَُّكُم الَِّذي َخلَقَُكم م ِ
َ َكانَ  َ الَِّذي تََساَءلُوَن بِِه َواْْلَْرَحاَم ۚ إِنَّ َّللاَّ ا َونَِساءا ۚ َواتَّقُوا َّللاَّ  ِمْنُهَما ِرَجاَلا َكثِيرا

 َعلَْيُكْم َرقِيباا 

"O people, fear your Lord, who created you from one soul and created from it its mate and 
dispersed from both of them many men and women. Fear Allah, through whom you ask one 

another and maintain family ties. Verily, Allah is ever watching over you." (4:1) 

َ َوقُولُوا قَْوَلا َسِديداا  يَا أَيَُّها الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا اتَّقُوا َّللاَّ

ا َ َوَرُسولَهُ فَقَْد فَاَز فَْوزا  يُْصِلْح لَُكْم أَْعَمالَُكْم َويَْغِفْر لَكُ ْم ذُنُوبَُكْم ۗ َوَمن يُِطعِ َّللاَّ
ا  َعِظيما

"O you who have faith, fear Allah and speak upright words. He will correct your deeds and 
forgive your sins. Whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger has won a tremendous victory." 

(33:70-71) 

 



From Ibrahim’s  various trials and tribulations to each and every one of our personal and 
communal struggles today as Muslims, we find a common theme: sacrifice. However, as 
people of faith, we do not only hope to celebrate after our sacrifices are made, but rather 
find ways to celebrate in the midst of making our sacrifices! That is correct. We as Muslims, 
never look forward to be tested with trials, however we understand that tests and trials are 
part and parcel of this transient life, so we find solace and peace in knowing that the 
sacrifice we make for the sake and pleasure of Allah, is actually a trade. Allah says in surah 
Taubah, verse 111, 

“Allah has indeed purchased from the believers their lives and wealth in exchange 
for paradise.” 

Allahu’Akbar.  No sacrifice is ever in vain. No matter how big or little the sacrifice is, there 
is always purpose to struggle and pain. As believers in an All-Wise and All-Knowing God, 
the sacrifices we make solely for Him are themselves a celebration.  

Our prayers, our sacrifices, our life and our death are all in essence a celebration, as long as 
it’s in the name of our Lord. As Allah says in surah Al-An’am, “Say, verily my prayer, my 
sacrifice, my living and my dying are for Allah, the Lord of the worlds.”  

Every year we try our hardest to sacrifice an animal in the name of God as it is an act of 
worship and a symbol of our faith, but often times we forget something that might be just 
as important as giving an Udhiya: sacrificing the animal within us. Yes, it’s not only about 
slaughtering the animals outside, but slaughtering the animal within us.  

This Eid ul Adha, as we feed ourselves, family, friends and the less fortunate with the 
blessings that Allah provided us, let us all work and strive to find our shortcomings, rectify 
our personal flaws, and slaughter the animal within us. Perhaps we can slaughter the anger, 
jealousy, malice, and greed that has been lingering within us for a while. Perhaps we can 
slaughter our ego, arrogance, impatience and pessimistic behaviors and thoughts. For that 
indeed will also be a means by which we please ourselves, families, friends and society as a 
whole.  

Many times, we don’t realize that the sacrifices made by us for the sake of Allah, are 
actually in our bests interest. When we sacrifice our time for Allah, time itself starts 
showing us respect. We find barakah in our time. When we sacrifice our wealth for the sake 
of Allah, wealth starts following us, and we receive rizq from places we never even 
imagined. When we sacrifice some time for our family and friends, our family and friends 
start showing us unimaginable love that we cannot even put into words. When we sacrifice 
listening to music or watching distractions on T.V and instead proclaim the dhikr of Allah 
with our tongues, we find our hearts at rest and souls at peace. In reality, everything we 
sacrifice to please Allah, in turn, comes back to benefit us. With that being said, we as 
human beings always have space to excel and improve. Each and every one of us has the 
potential to become better people, and to do that we will always need to tread the path of 



sacrifice. Whether that be by deflating our ego and being more generous, or by controlling 
our anger and being more kind, or suppressing our lusts and desires, and putting our 
energy towards that which pleases Allah. We all have an animal within us that needs to be 
slaughtered. May Allah make us steadfast and successful as we sacrifice in His name, by His 
name and for His sake. 

Take break (preferably sit down on the ground or chair) 

Second Part: 

As covid-19 has restricted the number of people who made Hajj this year, from millions 
down to just a couple thousand hujjaj, we can all imagine and feel how painful it is to see 
the house of Allah nearly empty during one of the holiest times of the year. There are many 
of us who have not visited the house of Allah and planned to go to Hajj this year. We cannot 
stop thinking about the image of touching the Ka’baah, or circumambulating the holy 
structure alongside their brothers and sisters from all over the world. But as we grieve this 
loss, let us all be reminded once again by this eye-opening Hadith, that to Allah, the worth 
of the holiest site and its surroundings (i.e millions of people engaging in various spiritual 
and physical Islamic rituals) can never compare to the spilt blood of a SINGLE innocent 
Muslim…Just think about that.  

The yearning to make Hajj and to fulfill this pillar of Islam is a proof and evidence of one’s 
faith. However, sometimes Allah restricts us, only in order for us to see the opportunities 
that are right in front of us. 

Thus, holiness is not just acquired by attaching yourself to a specific site or ritualistic deed, 
but to deeply feel and attach yourself to the plight of those in need. And that is an endeavor 
we can all engage in no matter where we are.   

In Sura Al-Ankaboot, we are reminded that there is plenty of space on this earth for 
everyone, as God's land is vast and abundant (Quran 29:56). The issue however, may be the 
lack of space in our hearts. This Eid ul Adha, let us all expand and open our hearts, no 
matter how restricted we are physically.  

Let us celebrate those from our Ummah who have been sacrificing year in and year out.  
Let us celebrate those whom we have continuously forgotten and neglected.  Let us 
celebrate our brothers and sisters who have entered into the beautiful religion of Islam 
and have made the sacrifice of losing family and friends.  Let us celebrate our heroes who 
have been working in the frontlines during this pandemic to save lives while risking their 
own.  Let us all celebrate the gift of each and every single breath we have been given. And 
let us always remember that the celebration is in the sacrifice itself!  

Subhanaka Allahumma wa bihamdika, ashhadu an la ilaha illa Anta, astaghfiruka wa atubu 
ilaika.  


